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2023 TSA Cutest Canine Winner,
Dina from Harry Reid International Airport (LAS)



Gini-Gina

Female

Birthdate: June 20, 2017

Breed: Belgian Malinois

Handler: Julie G.

Location: LaGuardia Airport (LGA)

Favorite spot: Gini-Gina’s favorite place 
is her backyard where she spends hours 
in the sun. She considers herself a queen 
of the outdoors and loves to chase birds.

Favorite treat: She enjoys being rewarded 
with Greenies™ to help her maintain a 
minty fresh breath. Teeth are important 
to her!

Favorite toy: Gini-Gina has a favorite ball 
and will play fetch any time of the day.

Gini-Gina enjoys sunbathing in 
any weather, but has a special 
love for playing in the snow. 
She started her career at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport 
(JFK) and now works at LGA.



JANUARY 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

New Year’s Day

2

K9 Eci's Birthday 
(Featured on last page)

3 4  5 6

7

With TSA PreCheck® 
you can keep your shoes, 

belts and light jackets 
on during screening

8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

16 17 18 19

National Popcorn Day

20

21

Squirrel Appreciation Day

22 23

National Pie Day

24

National Peanut 
Butter Day

25 26 27

28 29

K9 Duke-LeDuc's Birthday 
(Featured on last page)

30 31
DID YOU KNOW?

Gini-Gina is named after Gina Sztejnberg, a 
database architect consultant who worked on 
the 96th floor of the North Tower. Gina Sztejnberg 
perished on 9/11.

New Moon Full MoonFirst Quarter Third Quarter

February 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

December 2023

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31



Kari

Male

Birthdate: February 13, 2016

Breed: Belgian Malinois

Handler: Michael B.

Location: Bangor International 
Airport (BGR)

Favorite spot: Kari’s favorite place for a 
long stroll is the Bucksport Waterfront 
along the Penobscot River.

Favorite treat: He gets rewarded with 
Ritz crackers filled with bits of peanut 
butter. Kari says they are absolutely 
scrumptious, and he always wants more! 

Favorite toy: Kari is a diehard KONG® fan, 
and it’s his most prized possession. 

Favorite activity: Kari takes great pride in 
working at the airport.  

Kari (Kah-re) is named after 
the Nordic God of wind and 
winter and is the perfect name 
fit for a king. 



FEBRUARY 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DID YOU KNOW?

Michael B. and Kari are a canine law enforcement team who work together at Bangor International 
Airport. TSA partners with various law enforcement teams and maintains relationships with close to 
100 law enforcement agencies nationwide who provide canine support through over 650 fielded teams. 
Since 1972, TSA has partnered with law enforcement teams under the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), coinciding with the creation of what is now known as the National Explosives Detection Canine 
Team Program (NEDCTP). Canines Eci and Rocky featured on the last page are also a part of the 
partnerships with law enforcement teams across the country.
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Groundhog Day
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National Golden 
Retriever Day
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National Pizza Day

10

Lunar New Year 
(Year of the Dragon)

11

Super Bowl LVIII

12

Lincoln’s Birthday

13

Mardi Gras

K9 Kari's Birthday 
(Featured in February)

14

Ash Wednesday

Valentine’s Day

15 16 17

Lost ID? We have other 
ways to verify your 

identity at our security 
checkpoints. Visit tsa.gov 

for more info.
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Presidents’ Day

20

National Love Your 
Pet Day

21 22 23

National Dog Biscuit Day

24
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Archy-Arce

Male

Birthdate: March 21, 2017

Breed: German Shorthaired Pointer

Handler: Tricia V.

Location: San Francisco International 
Airport (SFO)

Favorite spot: Archy-Arce likes to relax 
lounging in the sun or curling up in his 
bed after work. 

Favorite treat: He enjoys a good rawhide 
chew or chicken jerky.

Favorite toy: Archy-Arce goes crazy for 
anything squeaky! He works hard for a 
Jolly Pets® ball with a rope.

Look at those eyes! Archy-Arce 
is a gentle giant and a 
hard-working, methodical 
search-style dog who loves 
attention. When he is off duty, 
Archy-Arce loves to sleep. 



MARCH 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DID YOU KNOW?

Archy-Arce is named in honor of David G. Arce, a New York City firefighter, 
Engine 33, who died in service while responding during the 9/11 attacks. 
Tricia and Archy-Arce work hard to honor Arce and protect the traveling 
public at various events, including Super Bowl LVII, San Francisco Fleet Week, 
Reno K-911 and games at Oracle Park.

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8

International 
Women’s Day

9

Traveling for spring break? 
Pack any sunscreen 

over 3.4 ounces in your 
checked baggage.

10

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins

Ramadan Starts

11 12 13 14

Pi Day

15 16

17

St. Patrick’s Day

18 19

First Day of Spring

20 21

K9 Archy-Arce's Birthday 
(Featured in March)

22 23

National Puppy Day

24

Palm Sunday

25 26 27 28 29

Good Friday

30

31

Easter Sunday
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Erika

Female

Birthdate: August 11, 2018

Breed: German Shepherd

Handler: Christopher V.

Location: George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport (IAH)

Favorite spot: Erika is a quiet dog, but 
loves being around people. She patrols 
IAH and is paid (in treats) to keep 
passengers safe from threats. 

Favorite treat: Erika likes to keep her 
breath fresh with dental chews. 

Favorite toy: Although working brings 
Erika joy, she also enjoys playing with a 
KONG® ball as a reward for a hard day’s 
work. Any toy is better than no toy in 
her mind!

Erika loves to be in front 
of the camera! When she 
retires, she hopes to take up 
paw-tography. She has some 
tips to share!



APRIL 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

April Fool’s Day

2 3 4 5 6

7 8

Ramadan Ends

9

Eid al-Fitr Begins

10

National Siblings Day

Eid al-Fitr Ends

11

National Pet Day

12 13

External battery chargers, 
power banks, uninstalled 

or spare lithium-ion 
batteries must be packed 

in carry-on bags.

14 15

Tax Day

16 17 18 19 20

21 22

Earth Day

Passover Begins

23 24 25 26

National Pretzel Day

27

28 29 30

Passover Ends

DID YOU KNOW?

TSA uses canines as part of its multilayered security operations nationwide. 
These highly skilled dogs are trained to detect odors. TSA canines are paired 
with handlers to work throughout the nation’s transportation system. 
TSA’s canine program is the largest in the Department of Homeland Security, 
and second in size only to the Department of Defense. 

New Moon Full MoonFirst Quarter Third Quarter

May 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

March 2024

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31



Ben (Benito)

Male

Birthdate: May 23, 2021

Breed: German Wirehaired Pointer

Handler: Stephanie A.

Location: Luis Muñoz Marín International 
Airport (SJU)

Favorite spot: Benito adores going on 
long walks through town with Stephanie. 

Favorite treat: He is on a strict diet but 
appreciates a good beef treat every now 
and then. 

Favorite toy: Benito delights in playing 
with a JW® Cuz toy (a rubber ball with 
feet) — he goes crazy for it!

Benito really enjoys living in 
Puerto Rico. This goofy pup 
likes to take strolls through 
Old San Juan. He loves to feel 
the Caribbean breeze flowing 
through his wiry mane. 



MAY 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DID YOU KNOW?

Canines possess a sense of smell more sensitive 
than even the most advanced man-made 
instrument. Their sniffers are powerful enough to 
detect substances at concentrations of one part per 
trillion—about the same as a single drop of liquid in 
20 Olympic-size swimming pools.
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Kentucky Derby

Star Wars Day

5

Cinco de Mayo

World Laughter Day

6 7 8 9 10 11

Did you know that 
your TSA PreCheck® 
membership lasts 
for 5 years? Don’t 

wait to enroll!

12

Mother’s Day

K9 Lubo-Lugo's Birthday 
(Featured in June)

13 14 15 16 17 18

National Armed 
Forces Day

Preakness Stakes

19 20 21 22 23

K9 Benito's Birthday 
(Featured in May)

24 25

26 27

Memorial Day

K9 Csimbok's Birthday 
(Featured in November)

28 29 30 31
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Lubo-Lugo

Male

Birthdate: May 12, 2017

Breed: Golden Retriever and Labrador mix

Handler: Ryan M.

Location: Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX)

Favorite spot: Lubo-Lugo loves his job 
and spends time providing security 
at the terminal like a regal lion.  

Favorite treat: Lugo is quite fond of 
Greenies™ as his reward. 

Favorite toy: He plays with a black 
rubber KONG® and is entertained by 
a good game of tug-of-war. 

Lubo-Lugo has a built-in smile 
that makes it very hard to 
resist his charms. He aspires 
to be in the movies like his 
favorite actor, Buddy, from 
"Air Bud." Watch out, world!



JUNE 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DID YOU KNOW?

Lubo-Lugo was named after Daniel Lugo, a security guard working in the lobby of the World Trade 
Center's South Tower. Daniel was killed in the 9/11 attacks.
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D-Day
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National Donut Day

8

Belmont Stakes

9

Have travel questions? 
Text "Travel" to AskTSA 
(275-872) anytime for 

24/7 assistance

10 11

K9 Dina's Birthday 
(Featured in August)
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Flag Day

Army’s Birthday

15

16

Eid al-Adha Begins

Father’s Day

17 18 19

Eid al-Adha Ends

Juneteenth

20

First Day of Summer

K9 Gini-Gina's Birthday 
(Featured in January)

21

National Selfie Day

National Take Your Dog 
to Work Day

K9 Joker-Jordan's Birthday 
(Featured in December)
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23 24 25 26 27

National Sunglasses Day

28 29

30
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Zita

Female

Birthdate: July 23, 2020

Breed: German Shorthaired Pointer

Handler: Mark S.

Location: Minneapolis St. Paul 
International Airport (MSP)

Favorite spot: Zita is full of energy and 
trains hard to protect our transportation 
systems. After work, she unwinds at home, 
taking long naps and chasing squirrels.

Favorite treat: She enjoys a generous 
supply of Greenies™ and Milk-Bone® 
treats to go along with her toys.

Favorite toy: Zita loves toys more than 
anything! She works hard to reap in the 
toy rewards.

Zita aspires to be the Cutest 
Canine of the Year! She trained 
under K9 Eebbers who won 
the honor last year and hopes 
to chase in those paw prints. 
Think she can do it?



JULY 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

Independence Day

5 6

TSA makes every effort 
to reunite passengers with 

items left behind at the 
airport checkpoint. For 
more info visit tsa.gov.

7

World Chocolate Day

8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21

National Ice Cream Day 
(Don’t Forget Your 

Pup Cups!)

22

National Hammock Day

23

K9 Zita's Birthday 
(Featured in July)

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

National Avocado Day

DID YOU KNOW?

Zita is a passenger screening canine. These highly-
skilled canines are trained to detect the scent of 
explosives and explosive odors on the traveling 
public moving through the airport. 
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Dina

Female

Birthdate: June 11, 2020

Breed: German Shorthaired Pointer

Handler: Nicholas G.

Location: Harry Reid International 
Airport (LAS)

Favorite spot: Dina is an attention-
seeking dog at her core. Her favorite 
places include anywhere in the sun.

Favorite treat: She loves Greenies™ 
to keep her canines looking bright white.

Favorite toy: Dina works extra hard 
for her favorite tennis ball.

Dina considers herself royalty 
after being crowned TSA’s 
2023 Cutest Canine! Catch this 
rare all black GSP at LAS 
showing off her skills.



AUGUST 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DID YOU KNOW?

TSA has a Canine Training Center Adoption Program. 
Canines available for adoption are pups that didn't 
meet the TSA Canine Training Center criteria for 
government work. They are highly active and 
untrained, but with right house training and care, 
they are great additions to families. Visit www.tsa.
gov/canine-adoption-program for information.
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4

Coast Guard Birthday

5 6 7 8

International Cat Day

9 10

11

K9 Erika's Birthday 
(Featured in April)

12 13 14 15 16 17

18

Need to contact us? 
Please call the TSA Contact 
Center at 866-289-9673. 

8 a.m. – 11 p.m. ET 
weekdays or 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

ET weekends/holidays.

19

National Aviation Day

20 21 22 23 24

25 26

National Dog Day

Women’s Equality Day

27 28 29 30 31
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http://www.tsa.gov/canine-adoption-program
http://www.tsa.gov/canine-adoption-program


Zeta

Female

Birthdate: September 30, 2019

Breed: German Shepherd

Handler: Jennifer S.

Location: Tampa International Airport (TPA)

Favorite spot: Zeta enjoys exploring new 
places while traveling for work.  

Favorite treat: She keeps a pretty strict 
training diet but will have an occasional 
Milk-Bone® as a reward. Belly rubs work 
as her treat too!

Favorite toy: Zeta cannot travel without 
her KONG® on a rope toy.  

Zeta is a superstar and she 
has worked at some of the 
busiest U.S. airports. Her motto 
is look like a BEAUTY...train 
like a BEAST. Catch her signing 
paw-tographs at TPA.



SEPTEMBER 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

Labor Day

3 4 5 6 7

8

Grandparents Day

9 10 11

Patriot Day

12 13 14

15

Active military 
members are eligible for 

TSA PreCheck®. Simply use 
your DoD ID in the Known 

Traveler Number field.

16

National Guacamole Day

K9 Puk's Birthday 
(Featured in October)

17

Constitution Day

18

Air Force Birthday

19

K9 Rocky's Birthday 
(Featured on last page)

20 21

22

First Day of Autumn

23 24 25 26 27 28

29

National Coffee Day

30

K9 Zeta's Birthday 
(Featured in September)

DID YOU KNOW?

The canine program began under the FAA as a result of a bomb threat at JFK 
on March 15, 1972. Moments into a flight, the airline received an anonymous 
call warning about a bomb onboard. The aircraft returned to JFK where 
passengers were evacuated and a bomb-sniffing dog named Brandy was 
brought on board to search. Brandy found the explosive device 12 minutes 
before it was set to detonate. The FAA Explosives Detection Canine Team 
Program was transferred to TSA in 2001. 
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Puk

Female

Birthdate: September 16, 2017

Breed: German Shorthaired Pointer

Handler: Caitlyn W.

Location: Boston Logan International 
Airport (BOS)

Favorite spot: Puk is the queen of 
lounging in the sun. Sunbathing is her 
favorite pastime on the weekends. 

Favorite treat: She uses Greenies™ to 
keep her pearly canines white.

Favorite toy: A classic tennis ball is Puk’s 
favorite toy. She can’t get enough of them 
and is always up for a game of fetch.

Puk’s favorite thing to do after 
a day at the airport is to relax 
in her comfy bed near a sunny 
window and work on her tan. 
If she could sunbathe all day, 
she would.



OCTOBER 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

International Coffee Day 
(Grab a Puppuccino!)

2

Rosh Hashanah Begins

3 4

National Taco Day

Rosh Hashanah Ends

World Smile Day

5

6 7 8 9 10 11

Yom Kippur Begins

12

Yom Kippur Ends

13

Navy Birthday

14

Indigenous Peoples’ Day

National Dessert Day

15 16 17 18 19

Sweetest Day

20

Travel to your spooky 
destination faster 

with TSA PreCheck®. 
Sign up today!

21 22 23 24 25 26

National Pumpkin Day

27 28

National Chocolate Day

29

National Cat Day

30 31

Halloween

DID YOU KNOW?

Canine teams are required to complete a 16-week 
training course. They graduate training after 
showing their skills in different transportation 
environments. The canine training facility is 
located in San Antonio, Texas, and it is considered 
the “Center of Excellence” for canine training.
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Csimbok

Male

Birthdate: May 27, 2020

Breed: German Shorthaired Pointer

Handler: Cassandra C.

Location: Jacksonville International 
Airport (JAX)

Favorite spot: Csimbok has a strong work 
ethic, and his favorite spot is working 
alongside Cassandra at the airport.

Favorite activity: Csimbok is a quirky 
canine with an incredible amount of 
energy. He can’t get enough of hide-and-
seek and will play endless games of it.

Favorite toy: His favorite toy is a squeaky 
Chuckit!® ball.

Csimbok is a lovable goofball 
whose name in Hungarian 
means twigs and buds. 
Another fun fact is that his 
tongue is longer than his tail!



NOVEMBER 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DID YOU KNOW?

TSA has trained more than 1,000 canine teams to work at airports and 
mass-transit facilities across the country. There are two types of explosives 
detection canines used by the TSA. Conventional explosives detection canines 
are trained to detect explosive odor in stationary objects, such as vehicles 
and baggage. Passenger screening canines receive extra training to detect 
explosives odor carried by people. Although TSA’s canine partners are sociable, 
they are working dogs and should only be touched and fed by their handlers.
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All Saints’ Day

Diwali
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Daylight Savings 
Time Ends
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Election Day
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Marine Corps Birthday

11

Veterans Day

12 13 14 15 16

Get ready for the holiday 
season and travel with 

ease by enrolling in 
TSA PreCheck.®
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TSA Birthday
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Thanksgiving Day
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Native American 
Heritage Day

Black Friday
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Small Business Saturday
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Joker-Jordan

Male

Birthdate: June 21, 2017

Breed: Belgian Malinois

Handler: Roschelle K.

Location: Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport (ATL)

Favorite spot: Joker-Jordan’s favorite 
thing to do is work. His favorite place is 
the busy ATL airport.

Favorite treat: He isn’t picky when it 
comes to treats - watermelon, carrots or 
sweet potatoes are always super yummy. 
However, Joker-Jordan tries to stay away 
from too many treats to keep in shape.

Favorite toy: Joker-Jordan adores his 
KONG® Wubba Comet toy. He can’t get 
enough of it!

Joker-Jordan has an official 
TSA Canine Trading Card. 
Find him in ATL working hard 
showing off his sniffing skills!



DECEMBER 2024
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2

Cyber Monday

3

Giving Tuesday

4

National Cookie Day

5 6 7

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day

8 9 10 11 12 13

National Cocoa Day

14

If you’re traveling with 
gifts this holiday season, 
keep them unwrapped 
in your carry-on and 

checked bags.

15

National Cupcake Day

16 17 18 19 20

Space Force Birthday

21

First Day of Winter

22 23 24

Christmas Eve

25

Christmas Day

Hanukkah Begins

26

Kwanzaa Begins

27 28

29 30 31

New Year’s Eve

DID YOU KNOW?

NEDCTP has fostered partnerships throughout 
the federal, state and local law enforcement 
communities and throughout the world. Because 
canine teams are TSA's most mobile explosives 
detection tool, they can be deployed in a variety of 
security operations nationwide.
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Duke-LeDuc

Male

Birthdate: January 29, 2017

Breed: Labrador Retriever

Handler: Rommel T.

Location: Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX)

Favorite spot: Duke has a weakness 
for wet grass and will roll in any patch 
he can find! He also really likes karaoke 
in the car with Rommel. 

Favorite treat: He is really good at finding  
crumbs that may have fallen on the floor. 

Favorite toy: Duke loves squeaky toys 
and adores his KONG® Wubba ball. 

Duke-LeDuc is named after 
Alexis LeDuc, who perished 
on 9/11. Alexis LeDuc was an 
avid toy collector who worked 
on the 97th floor of one of the 
twin towers.



Rocky

Male

Birthdate: September 19, 2017

Breed: German Shepherd

Handler: Gabriel M.

Location: San Antonio International 
Airport (SAT)

Favorite spot: Rocky likes laying on the 
cold kitchen floor after a hot day at work. 
Rocky and Gabriel are a law enforcement 
team who work together as SAT.

Favorite treat: He loves classic treats 
and goes crazy for Milk-Bone® biscuits. 

Favorite toy: He enjoys a KONG® with 
rope toy and playing fetch with Gabriel.  

Rocky is a diminutive of the 
Italian name Rocco, which 
means rest, sunrise or battle 
cry. In Italian culture, Saint 
Rocco is revered as the patron 
saint of dogs. Rocky has no 
plans to retire anytime soon!

Eci

Female

Birthdate: January 2, 2015

Breed: Dutch Shepherd 

Handler: Dina B.

Location: Mass Transit system in 
Buffalo, NY; Buffalo Niagara International 
Airport (BUF) 

Favorite spot: Eci enjoys riding the train 
and loves working on the light rail system. 
Eci and Dina work as a law enforcement 
team in upstate NY.

Favorite treat: She gets rewarded with a 
"pup cup" after a hard day at work.

Favorite toy: She loves her red KONG® toy.

Eci is a local celebrity and has 
worked the 2019 MLB All-Star 
Game in Cleveland, 2020 Super 
Bowl LIV in Miami and the 2023 
Super Bowl LVII in Phoenix. 
Catch her riding the train and on 
detail assignments in New York.
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